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RESTORING GOD TO EDUCATION
By JAMES

LAST MINUTE NEWS
The radio program is now being carried over station HOXO in the
Panama Canal Zone . Please tell your friends and relatives that mi ght
be stationed there.
Also station
outlet.

WMIE in Miami , Florida,

has been reinsta ted as an

Added also was station WBMC in McMinnville,

Te nnessee.

TELEVISION FILMS--NEW SERIES
As we go forward in planning the radio and television work for
1958, we are happy to announce that fift~en new films are alread y guaranteed to be made by as many congregations. In fac t, the filming has
already been done at the Hillsboro and Chapel Ave. congregations
in
Nashville, Tennesse e. Brethren Batsell Barrett Baxt er and Carroll Ellis
are the preachers at the respective congregations. In addition, the following churches of Christ h ave agreed to produc e films using their facilities
preachers and song dir ectors: Acklen Aven ue, Nashville, Tennessee '.
Brother Howard White; West End, Nashville , Brother Jim Bill Mclnteer ;
Madison Church, Madison, Tennessee, Bro ther Ir a North· Druid Hill s
Atlanta, Georgia; 6th Ave. church, Jasper, Alabama , Broth er Gus Nich'.
ols; Union Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, Brother Alonzo Welch; Highland Avenue, Memphis, T enne ssee , Brother Arnold Watson; East Ridge ,
Chattanooga , Tennessee , Brother Charles C. Lemons; Central Church,
Chattanooga,
Tennesse e, Brother Fred B. W alker; Boston, Massachussetts, Brother J. H arold Thomas (pa id for by
) ; West 7th
St. congregation, Columbia, Tenne ssee, Brother L~on C. Burns ; Polytechnic congregation,
Ft. Worth, Texas , Brother Lero y Brownlow; 10th and
Broad congregation , Wichit a F alls , Texas , Brother P aul McClung.
Quite a number of other congregatio ns have signified that they will
quite possibly be able to make films in the near future. We shall do
our best to keep everyone informed. In the meantim e, pray for us that
the gospel ma y be carried to many more millions by both radio and
television.
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Within a few days several million young Americans will be entering
college for the first time. It will be a new experience for them, and it
will be a sad experience for many of us parents who must give up their
daily companionship. We shall mi ss them , but we are glad to see them
further their education a nd their prepara ti on for life.
On this September day, as we prepar e for their leavin g ho m e, we
ask: Have we given cai:ef ul consideration to the 'school they will attend ,?
H ave we investigated its cours es of study? Do we know anything about
its teachers, and their attitudes toward life? What about the environment in which our young people will soon be situat ed? Wha t kind of
companions will they have when they enter college?
A few months ago the Associated Press released an arti cl e which
dealt with the majority opinions of the coe ds in one of our gr eat universities. It re ad, "Hold your h ats, rnom s an d dads , while you get some
modern views from the gir ls at the Uni ver sit y of
. To be gin with,
the girls rate necking almost as popul ar a dating pas tim e a s dancing.
And the coeds feel that 75 per cent of t he ir rank s aren't comp let ely
moral. ...
Top item s of conversation are sch ool, men and sex , in that
order. The average girl lets the boy kiss he r after one date . T he coeds
consider only 25 per cent of their number as completely mo ra l; on ly 20
per cent of the men are considered compl ete ly moral. Eight y-five per cent
feel week-end trips to (nearby pleasure r es or t s) shouldn't b e ch ape roned "
(Quoted by L. R. Wilson. in Firm Foundat ion, June 12, 1951) .
The Associated Pre ss article from whi ch we have qu ot ed w a s based
upon reports carried in t he university paper, and it depicts the moral
environment into which you may be sendin g those who are de arer than
life to you. We know the artic le does not ov erdraw the pi cture for we
ha ve attended two universities
and one sta t e teache r s colleg e, We have
heard professors encourage and uphold promiscuous conduct on the part
of students.
What Chri stian parents fail to estim at e properly when sending their
children to a state schoo l is the power of t he desire to confo r m on the
part of a youn g person. This is true in all ages, but for a you ng p erson
social acceptance in one's own age group ver y nearly has t op priority .
Once in a situation where the group a cc epts the wrong soci al an d mor al
standards, the young person has to conform or be a soci al ou t cast. In
order to be like the others, he begins trying to believe as his as sociates
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do. With a stron g desire to be like th e group , it is not too difficult for
him to turn loose the fundamentals
of his fa ith or to become immoral
in hi s conduct.
We believe that the r ic he st tr ea sure of Am erica is its young people!
The flower of two ge nerations ha s been cut down by global wars , but
as great a s this loss is we believ e there is a gr ea t er loss in the negl ect
of the spiritual potential of our youth. Man is creat ed in th e imag e of
God . He exists to glo'rify God. Yet, more than h alf of th e young people
of Ameri ca are growing up without a ny type of system atic r elig ious instruction!
"Colleges today turn out students who h ave an intimate acquaintance with Russian novelists , but lack so mu ch as a nodding acquaintance with the Bible" (Quoted in Our Sunday Visitor, pp. 1, 4, 1952).
There is something basically wrong with a kind of educ ation which gives
an "intensive study of Julius Caesar but no reference to Jesus Christ."
We believe that the soul of education is the education of the soul!
John Milton expressed it in these classi cal words : "The end of all education is for the child to gain knowl ed_ge of God in Christ, and out of
that knowledge to love him , to imit ate him, and to grow like him" (Quoted in 20th Century Christian, May, 1953, p. 3) . Som e of our cit izens forget th a t such schools as Harvard, William and Mary, and Vanderbilt
were st art ed by religious men , for religious purposes . In most instance s
these men were ministers, and th ey establish ed these univ ersit ies be cause
Christianity is the friend of edu ca tion, and the right kind of education
is the st av of Christianity.
But there are men today who say, when a
word is s;oken about t eaching Christi a nity in the coll eg es, that we are
trying to "bootleg religion into the se schools." Bootleg indeed! These
schools were founded by men for the express purpose of furthering the
cause of Christ. It is the unb elievers who are doing the "bootlegging."
They are m aking every effort to pag anize every college and university
in the land .
The very beginning of our public school system gr ew out of a desire
by God-fearing citizens that their children should learn to read and
write and "Be taught the prin ciples of religion and the capital laws of
the country and be put to u se ful work ," to qu ote from. the Gen eral Court
of Boston in 1642.
President Eisenhower ha s emphasiz ed th e p art which the Bible and
faith in God played in the founding of our country. He said, "You can't
expl ain fr ee government in a ny other t erm s t h an religiou s. The Founding Father s h a d to refer to the Creator in order to make their revolutionary experiment make sense; it was because 'all men are endowed by
their Creator with certain in alienable rights' that men could dare to be
free. They wrote their r eligious faith into our founding documents,
stamped their trust in God on the faces of th eir coins and currency and
put it boldly at the ba se of our institutions. And when they drew up their
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bold Bill of Rights, where did th ey put F ree dom of Wor ship ? Firs t , in
the cornerstone po sition . Th at w as no a ccid en t. Our fo r efath ers proved
that only a people stron g in godlin ess is a p eople strong e nou gh to
overcome tyranny and make thems elv es and oth ers fre e" (Quot ed in 20th
May, 1953, p . 4).
Century Christian,
Our founding fathers in this n ation intended that we should have
freedom of religion, but the secularists have int erpret ed th at to mean
freedom from religion . For example, John Dewey, the lat e de an of edu cation philosophers, boldly promoted a philos ophy in which "Faith in God
and in authority, ideals of soul and immortality, beli ef in divine Grace"
are abandoned (Molders of the American Mind, by Norman Woefel , p.
119.)

While I was a student in one of our stat e teachers colleges , a professor m ade all m anner of fun of the Bibl e acc ount which deals with the
creation of man. He pictured God a s piling up som e dirt , pouring water
on it till it became mud, and then he mimicked God br ea thing into this
mud man the breath of life. His act wa s a disgusting burlesque , but it
influenced many of the students by leaving the impr ession that educated
people do not believe in God .
The vast majority of the 40,000,000 students in our schools are not
studying the Bible, are .not learning about God or Christ. Instead they
are gaining the general idea that they can be w ell-edu ca ted for successful living without dealing with the question of spiritu al or reli gious values. Dr. Rodney Cline at Louisiana State Univ ersity put it concisely:
"If knowledge is increased without an accomp anying increase in moral
and spiritual responsibility , tragedy r esults. Mod ern publi c education in
America seeks, as it were, to ignore th e existence of any obligation whfoh
it may have in this respect. Despite the reli gious natur e and the religious reasons for existence of early American educ ation, later trend s
have ushered in a day when materialisti c con sider ations are all the vogu e,
while spiritual matters are ignored , if not actually forbidden, as part of
the life of the school" (Journal of the Louisiana School Boards Association, 1951).

Our generation is a cut-flower gener ation . We are enjoying the freedom and p"rosperity which grew out of spiritual values which w e are
not passing on to our children. We have cut the ro ots of faith in God
and in the Bible which have produced the best flowers in our cultur e.
A cut-flower may be beautiful, but it cannot grow and reproduce itself .
It is not an accident that there is one divorce in every three marriages,
that a major crime is committed every seventeen seconds (mostly by
those under 21), that we spend twenty billion doll ars annually on gambling which is more than the cost of our clothes. It is time to wake up
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when

70,000.,000 of our citizens are drinking alcohol while more than
5,000,000 are chronically in trouble with alcoholi sm and 1,200,000 ann ual-

ly die from it and related

causes.

We are committed
to the proposition
that one of the greatest
needs of America today is to restore God to the educati on of our children I
"We believe that the "fear of the Lord is the beginning (essence) of
knowledge" (Proverbs 1: 7). True education is more than the discipline of
the mind . It must train the heart a nd soul of man. No matter how well
educated a man may be, he is little more than a powerful machine out of
control if his education has not been instilled by Christian principles.
Knowledge without wisdom can be a dangerous thing. Wisdom is a quality and a characteristic
of God. The Bible says, "If any man lack wisdom,
let him ask of God" (James 1: 5). Many of the cleverest criminals are
highly educated. They have knowledge , but lack wisdom. A generation
which knows how to fly a jet plane and drop a hydro ge n bomb is all
the more dangerous if it has no fear of God or respect for its fellow man.
Jesus asks: "What shall a man be profited if he gain the whole world
and lose his own soul?" The same question can be applie d to a whole
generation of men .
We do not mean to infer that all public schoo ls are bad , or that
all public school teachers are immoral a nd un-Christian, for all of us
know outstanding Christi ans who are graduates of our state schools. So
it would be short-sighted to say that every Christian's faith is destroyed
by attending a state-operated
college. But statistics show that the spiritual mortality rate is alarmingly high. In the past few years, seve ral
preachers in towns where state un ive rsiti es are loc ated have told me
that the church is only successful in holding a very small percentage
of the Christian young people who attend the state universities.
One
preacher gave a typical example of what h appe ns to young people in
the universities . He said, "Jim's father is an outstanding gospel preacher and serves -one of our stronger congregations. Jim's father is nationally known for his stand for the truth. I think there is no question
about Jim's family background . Jim is a member of the church. He has
gone through the University here , an d is now doin g graduate work. At
first, records show Jim was fairly regul a r in worship, and attended Bible classes some. Often he went home on week-ends. But Jim gradually
grew colder. He fell in love with a girl at the univ er sity not a member
of the church. He married the girl and we se ldom see him now. The last
time I saw him was at the hospital for he is a father now. The last time
I saw Jim's father he expressed grave concern over his son's indifference" (James 0. Baird , iii Firm Foundation , May 3, 1955).
Fellow Christians, it is time to wake up' It is later th an you think.
Although hundreds of our fine Christian yru ths are com ing through victoriously amidst all the temptations in our secular pro gram of training .
thousands are being lost to Christ and the church. No general would
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send his troops into battle against such odds. The spiritual casualty rate
is too high . I have seen some of our finest boys and girls go away to the
university and lose their faith in God and their purity of life. Wh en they
come home, they show no more int erest in God and the church than the
pagans of old.
But what is the solution to this problem? What can we do about
this deplorable situation? Surely each of us can do something. Someone
has said it is better to light a candle than to curse the darkness. So each
of us can light a candle even though we may not be able to turn on a
floodlight .
In the first place, we can prayerfully concentrate on doing a better
job in t~aching our children about God and His will for them in our
homes. Especially, do we appeal to fathers to accept their responsibility
as spiritual leaders in the home. To them the Lord says, "And, ye fathers,
provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord" (Ephesians 6:4). Realizing that we teach
our children what we are, not what we say, we must ever be aware of
our own lives. We must conscientiously
do our part in teaching our
children God's- word, proper behaviour, what true values in life really
are, and how to choose between right and wrong. Let us fathers restore
God in the education of the home ,!
In the second place, we Christians can d~ much more in the church.
God intended that the church should teach children the will of God. The
church cannot escape its responsibility for effectively teaching the Bible
daily . Students can be taught on Saturday or after school hours in
the evenings as well as on Sunday. Daily teaching of the Bible will P.roduce remarkable results. The church must do more to meet this challenge
of our secular age.
In the third place, we commend the private Christian schools from
the college level down through the grade school. We believe there is a
need for more such schools in every state. We hope more and more
Christian parents will become convinced that they are worth more than
they cost. Remember, our richest treasure is our young people. If we
light a candle through these schools, we must pay for the tallow and the
string .
The Christian school is a private school. It is staffed, supported, and
operated by members of the body of Christ. It is µot organically tied to,
nor is it a part of the church. It represents an honest attempt on the
part of individual Christians to provide for young people a positive
Christian environment where a sound academic program can be presented under qualified Christian teachers. Overshadowing all, however , is the
teaching of the Bible as the inspired word of God. The purpose of the
Christian school is only to supplement the teaching of the home under a
prevailing spirit of Christianity at work. Honesty, moral int eg rity, sane-
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tity of the home, fa ir play , respe ct for authority, willingness to work,
respect for God's word, and practical applications to everyday problems
are but a few of the many phases of trainin g offered by a Christian
school. Every attempt is m ade to develop the child wholly just as Christ
"in crease d in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man"
(Luke 2: 52). It is the busin ess of the Christian home to create character
in the child, and it is the business of the Christian school to polish it.
An outstanding
business man of the South said recently, "When a
young person graduates from high school he is not a mature adult, although he may be old enough in the eyes of the state to serve his
country, or to marry. But his mature judgment is yet to be stabilized.
i\.s he goes on to . a Christian college he will continue his development
that was begun in the home under favorable circumstances
and with
instructors
with similar ideals and goals . They will not be working
contrary to purposes of Christian parents. Cbristian education gives the
things we want them to have, development in body, mind and spirit"
(Paul Sherrod in Firm Foundation, May 3, 1955) .
"But will a Christian college help prepare my son for the business
world?" some of you may ask. A college president who writes a column
for more than six hundred newspapers in this country, and whose school
is supported by contributions
from large industries across the nation,
says, "In my opinion, an education in a Christian college provides the
finest background that it is possible to obtain today for lead ers hip in industry ....
Of the corporation presidents today, by far the gr eater percentage have had their training in church related institutions"
(George
S. Benson , in Firm Foundation, May 3, 1955).
In answer to the question , "Since my son plans to make a lawyer,
should I send him to a Christian college," another college president answers, "Certainly, you should send your son to a Christian college, wh ether he wants to be a lawyer, a doctor, a busin e ss man, or foflow any
profession or vocation. David Lipscomb said in the Gospel Advocate of
, 1892: 'Our effort in the Bible school is to give Bible teach ing its true
importance in education; to train children to be better, truer Christians.
We are doing what we believe should be done in teaching every child,
whether he intends to farm or merchandise, preach the gospel or practice medicine. All alike need the Bible teachin g ; need to learn to appreciate religion above all else, and to carry the teachings of the Bible into
their lives, whatever they do and wherever they go.' "
This means that today the girl who plans to become a nurse can
take her pre-nursing training in a Christian college and ther e receive
the same Bible instruction
and Christian training offered the young
woman preparing herself to be a teacher or a housewife. Similarly, the
boy who plans to become a lawyer will be given the same oppor tunity
for development of his abilities for Christi an leadership as the young
man who is studying to pre ac h the gospel. ,
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Today, the Christian college s understand an d try to meet their responsibility for training Christian leade rs in all walks of life . It is just
as important to have consecrated Christia n la wyers, bu sines s men , and
doctors, as it is to have con secrated gospe l pr eachers. Both wield much
and powerful influence for good in a world that n eeds more Christianity
in every field " (Athens Clay Pullias, in Firm Foundation, May 3, 1955).
If the sec ular sc hool does not ignore the sp iritual development
of
my child, it subordinates
it and red uces its importance.
The secular
school teach es the three R's. But I want my child's training to include
four R's-Reading , Ritin', 'Rithmetic
and Righte ou sness. And I want
Righteousness
spelled correctly a nd completely .

When my children attend a Christian College I shall not fear their
study of the sciences, because there thei r faith in God will be deepen ed
rather than undermined.
When they shall complete their college career I shall not have anxiety
about what profession they shall choose, because the bas ic qualities of
Christian character that has had a chance to be develop ed is always in
demnd-in
business , in the profes sions or in whatever walk of life they
may be engaged. With a Christian education I shall feel a con fidence that
my children have been equipped in the su rest way to rend er positive
influence and inspiration to accomplish really worthwhile th ings in the
'
community.
As my children attend a Christian college I know that they are in an
influence where their faith in God can de ve lop without a st r ugg le against
the teaching of atheism or modernism ;
-their
love for God can become gre ater;
-their
love for the souls 'of others is encouraged and nurtured;
-their
hope in things et ern al has no t only a chance, but receives
every inspiration to grow brighter;
-their
desire to walk in the steps of the Master is given a great
motivation;
-their
vision of the work of their own capabilities ca n be lifted
to greater horizons.
We need Christian schools becau se "Man shall not live by bread
alone," said our Lord. Despite this divine warning, one instructor in a
state university told his class on the first day of school , " If any of you
students have any old fogy id ea s about religion, park them on the outside."
We ;need Christian schools t ha t our young people may be under
Christian teachers . "As is the teacher , so is the pupil," is a truthful
adage. Young people often lose their faith because their professors have
no faith . To secure an education und er te achers , each on e of whom is
a devoted Christian and · loyal to the word of God, is a bless ing that we
all should desire for young people.
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classes are provided and
every day. To spend one
of all Books, taught by
profitable for our young
is one of the main rea-

We need Christian schools to afford a Christian atmosphere and
environment
for our young people. As a rule , young people from the
best Christian families make up the largest part of the student body
in Christian schools. Here our sons and daughters associate with those
who are devoted Christians and who come from homes where Christ and
the church are honored . To afford our young people the privilege of such
ass ociation is of great value socially, mor ally, and spiritually. It not
only provides a Christian environment at a very cr iti ca l period in their
lives, but it gives them an opportunity to find a life's companion from
among some of the best Christian young people on earth . If Christian
schools did nothing more than provide such an environment, they would,
in our opinion, be worth all it costs to operate and maintain them .
Today, when we have
arts programs, fully a ccre
and other secul ar colleges
in the minds of Christian
should begin their college
ment.

strong Christian colleges with broad liberal
dited by the same standards applied to state
and universities, there should be no question
parents as to wheth er, or not , th eir children
education in a thoroughly Christian environ-

Surely we will make every sacrifice to give our children a Christian
education, but we will not be imbued with this desire unless we are
Christians . If we have not believed in the Lord , repented of our sins, and
been baptized into the Lord Jesus , we will not understand the importance of a Christian edu ca tion . And if we are members of the church
who are worldly minded, and wedded to the material considerations of
life , we will not behold the beauty of Christian education.
We plead for the souls of your children, that you will give your
boys and girls every chance to b~come strong stalwart citizens of God's
kingdom , and in turn they will be worthier citiz ens of our great Republic.

BLESSINGS OR CURSES?
By JAMES
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even this whole nation" (Malachi 3: 8,9) . It is foolhardy for a people to
turn their bles sings into curses, and ye t Israel did it. To t hese people ,
Moses said, "Behold , I set befo r e you this day a blessing an d a curse; A
blessing, if ye obey the commandments
of the Lord your God, which I
command you this day: And a curse, if ye will not obey the commandments of the Lord your God" (Deuteronomy 11:2 6-28). So the outcome
of their lives was left up to them, and t hey could make it a blessing or
a curse.
But Israel was not the onl y people who could ab use the ir privileges!
for us to turn the greatest blessing in the world into a
curse. Can you name a grea te r blessing to Christians tha n the Lord's
supper .? And yet the Corinthi ans so ab used it that the apostle Paul said ,
"When th erefore ye assemble yo ursel ves together, it is not possible to
eat the Lord 's supper: for in your eating eac h one taketh before oth er his
own supper; and one is hungry, and an ot her is drunken " (I Corinthians
11: 20,21). The Corinthians turned the Lord's supper in to an ordinary
meal, and so what should have been a blessing to th em be ca me a curs e.
It became a curse because of their abuse of it.
It is possible

The Lord's supper becomes a curse to us if we partake of it in the
wrong spirit. Paul said, "Wherefore whosoever sha ll eat th is br ead, and
drink this cup of the Lord , un worthily, shall be guilty of t he body and
blood of the Lord . . . For he that eateth and drinketh unwort hil y, eateth
and .drinketh damnation to himself , no t di sce rning the Lord's body" (I
Corinthians 11:27,29 ). The Lord' s supper can be a bles sing of inestimable
value to us, or it can be a curse to our souls. If we examine ours elv es
and truly commune with Christ , it will be a blessing , but if we persist
in living an impure life , and par take of it with irr everence , it will damn
our souls.
There are m any ble ssings whic h we turn into curses. For instanc e,
we ask God to give us rain, a nd we turn it into a cur se by letting it k eep
us away from the Lord's house on th e Lord's day. We ask for r ain, and
some of us fail to terrace our la nd , and when the rain comes it wa shes
away our top soil. In th e Hebrew letter, the in sp ir ed wri t er says, "For
the earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom it is dressed, r eceive th blessin g
from God" (H ebrews 6: 7). The rain is a blessing to the earth, but we
make a curse of it if we are not prep a re d for it.

D. WILLEFORD
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As the Lord closed the Old Testament , He asked the people of Israel,
"Will a man rob God ? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say , Wher ein
have we robbed thee?" The Lord a nsw er ed , "In tithes and offerings."
And then He added, "Ye are cursed wth a curse : for ye have robbed m e,

Those of us who live in the Southwest feel that there is no gre ater
blessing than a tree , and it would be easy for us to envy Adam who was
surrounded with them, but this first man turned his blessing into a curs e.
To him the L~r d sa id, "Because thou ha st hearkened un t o the voice of
thy wife, and h ast eate n of the tree , of which I commanded thee, say ing , Thou shalt not eat of it : cursed is the gro und for th y sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the day s of thy life" (Gen esis 3: 17). This
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tree could hav e been a bl essing if Ada m had r€ste d in its sha de and
enjoyed its beauty, but no, h e ha d to turn it into a curse by eating of
its fruit, a thing God had forbidden.

Christ fed the multitudes
He commanded
t hat the disciples "take up
of the fragments
that remained " (Ma tthew 14:20). A was ted blessing
becomes a curse to our souls.

\Ve ask God for friends, and what h a ppens when we get them? Son l3
of us let them crowd the Lord out of first place in our h ea rts. If they
come to see us on the Lord's day we excuse ours elv es from worship, and
give our attention
to them. We should remember
what Christ said to
a man about his friends who were guests in his home . The would-be disciple said, "Lord, I will follow th ee; but let me first go bid them farew : ll
which are at home at my house. And J es us sa id unto him, No man, hav ·
ing put his hand to the plough, and looking b ack, is fit for the kingdom
of God" (Luke 9: 61,62). Friends become a curse to us if we permit them
to etand in the way of obedience to God.

We pray for the ability to speak well, and God grants our petition ,
but how do we use this blessing? We gossip, backbite, criticise, discourage the fainthearted,
and take God's name in vain. We turn the ability
into a loathesome
curse. God gives us the blessing of hearing, and
we listen to lies, and ribald jokes. Our heavenly Father bestows upon us
the blessing of good sight, and we look at lewd, lascivious, obscene pictures. We sometimes marvel that God continues His manifold blessings,
seeing that so many of us turn them into curses.

When the Lord reve a led His will to Paul, this gr eat man said, "I conferred not with flesh and blood" (Galati a ns 1: 16). Th a t is, he did not
ask his friends what they thought of his ob eying the gospel. He did no t
let them stand in the way. In the Old Testament,
the Lord said, "Cursed
be the man that tiusteth
in ma n, and m aketh flesh h is arm, and whose
heart departeth
from the Lord" (Jeremiah
17: 5). It is a shame for us
to trust in the advice of friends rather than in t he will of God, and thus
turn friendship
into a curs e.
We ask for opportuniti e s to do good, and then turn them into curses
by failing to use them. The Lord says that at the judgment m any will be
lost because they failed to feed the hungry and minister to the sick.
These particular
ones were not lost for stealing, lying, and gambling,
but for neglecting their op portunit ies. An opportunity
is "a need mad e
known," and the Lord says, "As we have ther efore opp ortu nity, let us
do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of
faith" (Galatians 6:10). We must realize that an opportunity
brings with
it responsibility,
and if we wilfully refuse to use an opportunity
it b ? ·
comes a curse to us instead of a blessin g.
We petition our heavenly Father for our daily bread, and what do
we do with it? Some of us are intemperate
to the point of gluttony, and
the blessing becomes a curse. Paul speaks of some "whose God is their
belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly thin gs"
(Philippians
3: 19). The Israelites
lusted for m eat while they were en
route from Egypt to Canaan, and the Bible says God "gav e them their
request;
but sent leanness
into their soul" (Psalms 106: 15). Their expected blessing became a curse because of their abuse of it.
We ask for food, and then turn the blessing into a curs e through
wastefulness.
It is not right to waste any blessing or any part of any
blessing that God has given to us , and if we are wasteful we turn th e
very bounty of God into a curse. Who can feel that he is doing right
when food is poured down the dr a in? Surely we all rememb er that when

In America we are granted
prosperity,
and we all consider it a
blessing, but what does it do for us? It enables us to buy high-powered
cars with which to burn up our highways, and to kill one another. It
enables us to buy mink stoles while the hungry cry for bread; corrupt
our elected representatives
of government
while Communism makes inroads everywhere, and . build fifty-room mansions while some of our people
live in hovels. Our prosperity makes it possible for us to travel in South
A;merica, attend a convention,
or go to the seashore-while
God stays
at home!
Before the children of Israel entered into the promised land, Moses
warned: "Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy God, in not keeping
his commandments,
and his judgments,
and his statutes,
which I command thee this day: Lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built
goodly houses, and dwelt therein;
And when thy herds and thy flocks
multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, and all that thou hast
is multiplied;
Then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord
thy God, which brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, from the
house of bondage"
(Deuteronomy
8: 11-14). The Israelites
were not the
only people to whom prosperity ·was dangerous. We have known mem bers of the church who forsook the Lord after they succeeded in busines s.
They prayed for prosperity,
and when it came to them they used it as
an excuse for missing the worship. They were so busy lookin g after their
blessings that they forgot Him from whom they came.
We have known memb ers of the ch urc h who asked for prosp erity ,
Their prosperity
deand then refused to give as they w ere prospered.
veloped greed for more prosperity, and they forgot that "Every good gift
and every perfect gift is from above, a nd co m et h down from the Father
of lights, with whom is no vari ab len ess, neith er sh a dow of turning"
(James 1:17). Thus they turned the very bl ess ing of heaven into a curse.
We once
drilled for oil
members met
they use it to

knew of --a small ch urch of
on its acreage, and brought
to decide what they would do
take care of orphans , build a

forty-three
members
which
in several good wells. Th e
w it h the oil money. Would
b ett er church buildin g, pro-
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vide for the needs of widows, or send missionaries
with it? The only
way they could reach an agreement w a s for the m emb ers to r eceive the
money for themselves! And at the tim e this decision was made, they voted
to close the doors to any more members! These people had prayed for
prosperity, and when they received it, they turn ed it into a curse.
We ask God to grant that our political fr eedom in Am erica ma y
continue, but how are ' we using this blessing? We use it to stay away
from the polls when voting time comes. As a result, good men sometimes fail to be elected to office, and every such failure may possibly
bring us closer to a dictatorship. Because we have the freedom to do so,
we say, "Let George do it," and so we use our freedom to destroy our
freedom. We say, when it comes to responsibilities
we should assume
as private citizens, "Let the government do it," and the government
d.oes it. But all the while it is becoming more centralized and powerful,
and one day it may become so bloated with power that we lose our personal freedoms. And then we'll ask, "How did that happen?" The answer
will come with crystal clarity: "You turned your blessing of freedom
into a curse by the disuse of it ."
We are thankful for the moral freedom-the
power of choice·which God has given to us, but how do we use it? We use it to disobey
and dishonor our Lord who gave it to us. As Paul said to the Romans
"K .now ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, hi~
servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?"
(Romans 6:16). We know we can yield ourselves to sin and we do! It would seem that the freedom to do right
or wrong before God would prompt us to obey the Lord gladly, but many
turn the blessing into , a curse by flagrantly disobeying God, and some
seem to flaunt that very freedom in His face. They seem to say , "See, I
can do as I please. Don't you wish you could stop me?"
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rate of fatal heart att acks 70 pe r ce nt higher. These are final figur es
from a huge four-year study of 188,00 men ag ed 50 to 70. About 60 per
cent were regular cigarette smok ers, t he oth ers had not smoked.
"These findings were announced at th e American Medical Association's annual meeting by Dr. E. Cuyler Hammond, director, and Dr. Daniel Horn, assistant director, of the cancer society's statistical research.
"They declared cigarette smokers are more prone to premature
from all causes. The more ci ga rettes h e higher th risk. Quitting
ing reduces the risk.

death
smok-

"In lung cancer, the death rate among two-pack-a-day
ers is 64 times greater than among non-smokers."

smok-

cigarette

"Ex-cigarette
smok ers have less than half the lung cancer risk
those who kept on smoking" (Dallas Times Herald, June 4, 1957).

of

If these findings of medical science prove to be true, how can any
Christian ask God for good health while he is doing the very thing thal.
may destroy it?

We can all turn the blessings of God into curses by neglecting them,
or by using them as excuses for not obeying the Lord. We use business,
family, rain and snow to justify our staying away from the worship, or
our failure to become a Christian. But suppose that God were to remove
these blessings so we would have no excus e, what th en? If we let prosperity drive us away from the Lord, He may take the hindering cause
away. If we let our family take all our time and int erest from our Maker, we may find ourselves without a family one day. If the rain and
snow keep us at home on the Lord's day, these blessings may be withheld by our heavenly Father. Then what will we use for an excuse when
we fail to obey the will of God?

We ask God to build up our health , and when it is done we tear
it down by lack of rest. We ask for strong bodies, and when' they are
given to us we destroy them through dissipation, and strong drink. The
Lord said, "Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth
his colour in the cup, when it moveth itself aright . At the last it biteth
like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder" (Proverbs 23: 31,32).

There are members of the church who say they want to do the
work, but they are so indifferent and ne gligent in doing it that
comes a curse to them. In Jeremiah 48: 10, the Loid said, "Cursed
that doeth the work of God negligently." The very work of God,
greater blessing there could never be, becomes a curse to us if
it haphazardly.

We ask for strong lungs, the Lord gives them to us, and what happens? We abuse them by misusing them and thousands die as a result
with lung cancer. On June 4, 1957, the Associated Press released a report which was given to the American Medical Association about the
use of tobacco. It read, in part, "Men who smoke cigarettes are ten times
more likely to die of lung cancer than non-smokers, the American Cancer Society reported today. It finds the lung cancer death rate 1,000 per
cerit higher among cigarette smokers than among non -smokers, and the

Let us say to those of you who have never obeyed the gospel, and
been born again, that the will of God becomes a curse to you if you neg
lect it and refuse to obey it. Paul said to the Corinthians, "For we are
unto God a sweet savor of Christ , in them that are saved, and in them
that perish: To the one we are the savor of de ath unto death; and to
the other the savor of life unto life" (II Corinthians 2:15,16). To one
group of people, the gospel had the flavor of life in it, but to the other
group it had the flavor of death. Why the difference? One obeyed it, and
the other refused obedience .

Lord's
it beis he
and a
we do
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The gospel is dynamite, and it will bless those who believe it, repent
of their sins, submit to New Testament
baptism, and remain faithful
nfte r they become Christians,
but it will destroy those who disbelieve
it, remain in their sins, refuse to be baptized, or let anything come between them and their Lord after they became Christians.
Will you who are listening at this moment use the , blessings of
God and be blessed thereby, or will you foolishly turn His blessing
into curses? The Lord awaits your answer.

STUMBLING-BLOCKS OR STEPPING-STONES?
By JAMES
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A few years ago I was working with a man who was trying to overcome the drink habit . He was desperately trying to br ea k the strangle
hold that whiskey had upon him, and he was succeeding quite well until
some of his fellow workmen put a stumbling-block in his way. The men
with whom he worked drank, and it seems that they grew enviou s of him
because he made up his mind to quit, or p erhaps th ey r esented th e fact
that he would not continue to lie in the gutter with them. And so they
needled him and scoffed at his efforts.
On on e occasion th ey poured
some whiskey on his clothing when he first went to work in the morning so he would have to inhale the odor of it all day . They finally succeeded in their efforts to drag this man back down to their own level.
The Lord says, "It is good neither to ea t flesh, nor to drink wine, nor
any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth"
(Romans 14:21). And ag ain
He says, "Whoso shall cause one of these little on es that believe on me
to stumble, it is profitable for him that a great millstone should be
hanged about his neck, and that he should be sunk in the d epth of the
sea. Woe unto the world because of occasio ns of stumbling!
For it
must n~eds be that the oc casions come; but woe to th at man through
whom the occasion cometh!" (Matthew 18:6,7).
Perhaps we all agree that it is wrong for us to put a stumblingblock in the way of another, but how about the stumbling-blocks
we put
Sonie of us turn ri ghteous deeds into stumblingin our own path?
blocks because of our own attitude tow ar d them. For instance, we know
people who say they do not assemble with Christians for worship on the
Lord's day because they were made to attend church services when they
were children. But the same people were made to wash their te eth and
comb their hair when they were children, and we ob se rve that th ey still
do it! Why do they not revolt against such acts of cle an lin ess
sinc e

STUMBLING-BLOCKS

OR STEPPING-STONES?

Page 17

th ey were forced to perform th em while they were childr en? Of cours e
we all know the answer. They want to be clean in body, but th ey ha ve
no int erest in their soul, and in stea d of admitting the truth, they mak e
scapegoats of their parents. Because of their own erroneous attitude they
have turned a righteous act of their godly parents into a stumbling,
block.
In this way Christ Himself has become a stumbling-block to many .
The apostle Paul said to the Corinthians, "But we preach Christ cruciiie 1,
unto the Jews a stumbling-block,
and unto the Greeks foolisn ess. But
unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the pow er of
God, and the wisdom of God" (I Corinthians
1:23, 24). To one class
of people, Christ was the Son of God, but to anot her class, He was a
stumbling-block.
Why? One group listened to His message with
an
open heart, while the other group made up its mind against Him, and
would not consider His claims. There was no reas on why He should
have been a stumbling-block,
but He became such to some because
of their attitude toward Him .
When Christ was brought into the templ e a t Jerusalem
when He
was an infant, old Simeon said unto Mary His moth er, "Behold, thi s
child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a
sign which shall be spoken against . . . that the thoughts of many
hearts may be revealed" (Luke 2: 34, 35). And the apostle Peter said
that Christ would be "a stone of stumbling,
and a rock of offence,
even to them which stumble at the word. be ing disobedient" (I Peter 2:8).
Those who wish to live in sin and disob edi ence have n o trouble in
branding the claims of Christ as fooli shne ss . But they ove rl ook the
and
fact that they themselves have m a de the Lo r d a stumbling-block,
that their sinful hearts and stubborn wills are to blame.
But not only is Christ Himself a stumbling-block
to some , but wh at
He did is also a hindrance to theni. It is completely beyond th eir comprehension that He should have go ne to the outcasts, the publicans and
sinners, with the gospel. The Pharisees of Christ's day asked, "How is
it that he eateth and: drinketh with publicans and sinners?
When Jesus
heart it, he saith unto them, They that are whole have no n ee d of the
physician, but they that are sick: I came not to call the righteous, but
sinners to repentance"
(Mark 2:16 , 17). There was nothing wrong in the
in fact , there was
Lord's helping the downtrodden
and sinn ers everything right in His helping them - but the Ph ar isees were opposed
to this, and so the Lord became a st umblin g-block to th em. If He had
ignored the poor , and those steeped in sin, th e Pharis ee would have
accepted Him .
The Jews of Christ's day expected the Messiah to set up an earthly
kingdom, and to rule from David's throne in Jerusalem
with an iron
hand.
On one occasion the y tried to force Him to become a temporal
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ruler . The Bible say s, ""'Vhen Jesus th erefor e p er ceived that th ey w oul d
come and take him by for ce, to make him a king , he departed a gain
into a mountain himself alone" (John 6: 15). Th e Pharise es could not
understand the Lord's refusal to be crowned as a n earthly king, espec ia lly in view of their preconceived
views that He would r eign on earth .
When He refused an earthly crown, and said , "M y kingdom is not of
this world," His action became a stumbling-block
to them, and they
rejected Him.
There are people in our day who cannot understand
the Lord's
actions when He was being tri ed, and while He hung upon the cross. To
their carnal minds it is unbel ie vable th at when false witness es stood
before the Jewish Sanhedrin and testifi ed that "This fellow said , I am
able to destroy the temple of God, and to build it in three days" that
Jesus should hold His peac e. They cannot underst and how that "when
he was accused of the chief priest and elders, he answered nothing"
(Matthew 27: 12). They join Pilate in asking H im , "Hearest
thou not
how many things they witness against thee?" and like the Governor ,
when the Lord answered him never a word, th ey "marvel greatly ."
Then, when Jesus said while hanging on the cross, "Father,
forgive
them; for they know not what they do," they throw up their hands and
cry. "Such a life is impossible ." Thus they let the very life and deeds
of Christ become a stumbling-block to them.
Then , there are many other peopl e who let the teaching of Christ
bcome a stumbling-block
to them. When the high priest of Isra el said
to the Lord , "I adjure thee by the living God , that thou tell us wh ether
thou be the Christ, the Son of God," Jesus replied, "Thou has t said :
nevertheless
I say unto you , Hei ·eaft er shall ye see the Son of man
sitting on the right h a nd of po we r, and coming in the clouds of heaven."
The Bible says, "Then the high priest rent his clothes, s aying, H e hath
spoken blas phemy; what further need have we of witness es? Behold ,
now ye have heard his blasphemy"
(Matthew 26: 63-65) . The leader s
of Israel had made up their minds that th e y wpuld not ac cept Christ
as the Son of God, and so Hi s cl aim to divin e sonship infuriated them.
And due to their prejudice,
every word tha t He spoke abou t His
divine mission became a stumbling-block
to them.
But the Pharisees of th e fir st century wer e not the only on es who
stumbled at fhe Lord's cl a im of divinity. Th e s o-ca ll ed mod ernists of
the twentieth
century likewis e find this teaching as a blo ck in their
pathway. They ca n acce pt the Christ as the gr ea t est man who ever
lived, the world's for emost philosopher,
the great te a cher of all the
ages, but a s the Son of God , n o. Th ey can believe that He was the best
of all men , the most perfe ct man who has ever live d, and the man who
has wield ed the greatest influ ence of all time , but the teaching of Hi s
divine Sonship cannot quite p en et r ate th eir he arts. They say, "Ma n is
our high es t expression of di vi nity, and so w e wor ship at his shrin e ."
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Due to their worship of man inste a d of God , th ey stumble wh en th e
Lo rd say s , "I am the Christ, th e Son of th e Bl essed" (Mar k 14 : 61, 62) .

I
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Others st um ble when th ey hear t he Lo r d say, " If a n y ma n will
co me after me, let h im den y hims elf , and take up his cr oss da il y, a nd
follow me " (Luke 9: 23). This tea chin g is t oo dema nd in g of th em, and
they are not willing t o pay th e price. The y r ef u se to bear the cross of
Christ, and one day a cross of suff eri n g or some other tria l is thrus t
upon them , and they are hope lessly be wild ered . They have n ever
borne a cro ss willingly, and when on e is forced u pon th em, they are
confused and fri ght ene d. We n ee d to lea rn th at cross -bearing is goo d
for us, and that if we will gladly shoulde r th e Lord' s cros s, th e fier y
trials of life will not be so diffi cul t to bea r .
The Lord will not le ave u s t o bear our cross alone bu t if we will
take His yoke upon us He will sh are th e load with us. To all who
labor and are hea vy laden , He says , "C onie unto me , . . .. and I will
give you rest . Take my yoke upon you, a nd lea rn of me; fo r I a m meek
and lowly in heart: an d ye shall find rest unto your souls. Fo r my yoke
is easy, and my burden is light" (Matt h ew 11: 28-30).
In the sixth chapter of John , J es u s sa id , "I am the livi n g br ea d
which came down from hea ve n: if a ny m an ea t of th is bre a d, h e shall
live forever : a nd the bre a d that I will g ive is my fl esh , which I will
give ,for the life of the world . . . Ex cept ye eat the fles h of the Son of
man, and drink his blood ye h ave no life in yo u. Who so e atet h my fle sh,
and drinketh my blood, hath eternal lif e ; and I will raise him up at
the last day . For my fle sh is meat in dee d, and my blood is dri nk indeed. He that eateth my flesh, and dri nk e th my bl ood, dwelle th in m e ,
a nd I in him" (John 6:51-56). The Bible say s that when the Je ws he ar d
thi 's te ac hin g they st rove amon g themse lves, sayi n g, "Ho w can thi s
man give us his fle sh to eat?" a nd whe n the disc ipl es hear d it, the y
said, "This is an h a rd saying; who can he a r it?"
The Communi sts h ave stumb led a t this te achin g of Chri st, a nd
they ha.ve publi sh ed grot esq u e ca ri catu re s of it . They h av e put out unsightly cartoons showi ng the body of Chr ist stre tc h ed out upo n a tab le
with His di sc ipl es cu ttin g off pi eces of His fl esh, and dr inking H is
dripping blood . Th ey have lit eralize d th is statement
of Ch r ist and ,
missed the point of it altogether.
Th e y wilfully ov erloo k th e fact
that we eat the fle sh of Christ a nd dri nk Hi s blood wh en we p a r t ake of
His word , and en t er whol ehe artedly in t o Hi s wor k. T hus ma n y ha v e
st umbled a t thi s parti cular t ea ching of our L ord.
The teaching of Christ about divor ce an d r ema rr iage h as becom €·
a stumbling-block
to some, not b ecau se t her e is an y thin g w ron g with
His teachin g, but because they will not a ccept it . Je sus sai d, "w h osoev er shall put aw ay his wife, except it be for fornica t ion, a nd
shall
m a rry another , committeth
a dulter y: an d wh oso marrie th h er whi ch
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is put away doth commit adultery" (Matthew 19: 9). This language is
plain to all who desire to understand it, but many endeavor to explain
it away because it is not in agreement with their wishes. The Lord
simply said that a man commits adultery if he remarries after divorcing
his wife, unless he put her away because of unfaithfulness
on her part.
And the Lord said further that if a woman is put away for some trivial
cause, and she remarries, she and the man she marries are both committing adultery. This is not difficult for us to understand;
but we
stumble over it bec~use we refuse to accept it.
Our Lord's teaching about the church is another stumbling-block
to many. He said, "I will build my church," and He says, "There is one
body, the church." (See Matthew 16:18 and Ephesians 1:22; 4:4). But
this teaching is too narrow for some, and they will have none of it.
They insist that churches which have been established
by men are
perfectly all right, and that one is just as good as another. Men have
become so liberal and loose in their attitude that the churches which
have been founded by men are just as ~acred to them as the church
established by Christ in Jerusalem in A. D. 33. They say that one does
not have to be in the church to be saved, and so it makes no difference
about church affiliation, but they overlook the fact that Christ has
promised to save the church (Ephesians 5: 23). It is true that the church
does not save us, but the Lord says He is the savior of the body,
and so we must be in that which He has promised to save if we expect to
be saved.
The doctrine of repentance
has been a stumbling-block
to a
considerable number of people. Christ said, "Expect ye repent, ye shall
all likewise perish," but many stumble here because they are
not
sin. They know what the Lord
willing to give up $Orne pleasurable
says , and they admit the need of .repentance, but it is difficult for
them to repent. Sin is deceitful and they have listened to its siren
song of procrastination
so long that they think there is plenty of time
for them to repent. And so they continue in sin until they topple into the
grave unprepared to meet God in the judgment. They are lost because
they stumble over a command of God which is designed to help them
and not to hinder them at all.
In the Sermon on the Mount , Jesus said, "For if ye forgive men
their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: But if ye
forgive not men their trespasses , neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses"
(Matthew 6: 14,15). Some turn this teaching into a stumblingstone through the hardness of their hearts. They will not forgive others,
and as a result they are condemned by the very command which was
designed to bless them. We have heard men say that they cannot forgive
certain ones who have sinned against them. There is but one answer
that can be given to suc,h people: If they cannot forgive they cannot be
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saved. We must learn that God's word is designed to help us, but if it
helps us we must bend our wills to meet God's will for His will cannot be
bent to suit our whims and fancies.
The Lord's teaching against retaliation
is hard for many to comprehend. He said to His disciples, "Ye have heard that it hath been
said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: But I say unto you ,
That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right
cheek, turn to him the other also. And if any man will sue thee at the
law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also. And whosoever
shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain" (Matth ew 5: 38-41).
There are men in the world who look upon this t eaching as nons ensenot that it is nonsense-but
they consider it such because it differs so
drastically with the course they would follow. To them a p ersonal insult
must be repaid in kind, and they believe in the mail ed fist rather than
the olive branch. They consider the teaching of Christ to be visionary
and impractical, and because of their attitude toward it they never try
it. Thus they suffer th(1 very teaching of the Lord to trip them.
Baptism is a further teaching of God's Son which has become a
stumbling-block even to some religious people. They do not hesitate to
make light of it, and to declare unblushingly th at it is not necessary
to salvation. Can it be that such men have forgotten that baptism is
a command of the Lord Jesus Christ? It was He who said, "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost" (Matth E:w 28:19). Before giving
this command, Christ informed the apostles
that He possessed
all
authority in heaven and in earth. Can it be that m en who de ny the
essentiality of baptism have never read th at Christ said, "He that beli!)veth and is baptized shall be saved"? (Mark 16:16). Is it possible that
they have overlooked the fact that the apostle P eter commanded the
Gentiles to "be baptized in the name of the Lord"? (Acts 10: 48).
Why should men let this command of Christ become a stumblingblock to them? It is a command, and commands ar e giv ing to be obeyed.
Some may say that they cannot see any connection between the waters
of baptism and the forgiveness of sins. This is quite true but the Lord
says "we walk by faith and not by sight" (II Corinthians 5: 7). The
unbeliever
says he cannot see any connection between the blood of
Christ and the remission of sins, and so he stumbles over the statement.
Are we to make the same argument against baptism that the unbeliever
makes against the blood of Christ?
It may be that Christ placed baptism in the plan of salvation as a
test-act to determine the depth of our faith. It is easy to say that we
believe in the Lord, but it is not so easy to make , a public profession of
that faith in baptism. A faith that will prompt us to be immersed in
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water for the forgiveness of our sins, simply beca us e our Lord commanded it, is strong and active. It is a faith made compl et e in obedi enc e. A
faith th at stumbles at any comm a nd of th e Lord is weak an d imperf ect.
If you will sanctify the Lord in your heart, and let Him be your
fear, He shall be for a sanctuary to you, but the Bible says that "Whosoever shall fall upon the stone shall be brok en ; but on whomsoever it
shall fall, it will grind him to powder" (Luke 20: 18). If you will believe
in the Lord, and obey His will, He will be to you a stepping-stone
to
heaven, but if you disbelieve in H im, and disobey His will, He will be
unto you a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense . It is our fervent
hope that the Lord will be a stepping-stone
and no t a stumbling-block
to you.
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After Paul had preached to the Gentiles for some time, he m et with
the other apostles in Jerusalem, and gave them a report of the work that
had been done. They rejoic ed w ith him, an d Paul says, "When they perceived the grace th a t was given unto me, James and Cephas and John,
they who were pillars, gave to me and Barnab as the right hand of fellowship, that we should go unto the Gentiles, and th ey unto the circumcision; only they would that we should remember the poor; which very
thing I was also zealous to do" (Galati a ns 2: 9,10).
There is no greater work than preaching the gospel, b,.ut when Paul
, went out among the Gentiles to proclaim the word, the apostles gave him
one charge; namely, to rememb e·r the poor . This charge of the apostles
indicates that helping the poor is a work very closely allied with preaching the gospel, and that it is a work whi ch must be done in connection
with our proclamation
of the word. Savin g souls is per h ap s the greatest
work we can do, but helping the poor is not far behind it.
It seems to be the thought of some in our day that when they have
delivered the message of salvation, their responsibility
ends. But this
was far from Paul's idea. After the apostles charged him to r emember th e
poor, he said, "which very thing I was also zealous to do."

When we send men into the mission field in the twentieth century,
do we give them the right hand of fellowship and then admonish them
to remember the poor? Or do we tell them that th ei r work is to preach
the gospel, and to ignore the poor . if they can?
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Two years ago I had the privilege of visiting with Brother A. M. Burton, founder of Life and Casu a lty Insurance
Company, of Nas hvill e,
Tennessee. In the course of our conversation,
he r elate d some of his
expe .riences during the Depression of the 1930's . The company he founded
in 1903 was having rough sledding. It was on the verge of closing its
doors. Brother Burton himself owed more than one hundred and fifty
thousand dollars, and he was h aving to borrow mon ey for personal expenses. But when he borrowed money on which to live he always borrowed an extra ten per cent to give for the Lord's work. During the
Depression years he never cut his contribution to the Central Church of
Christ in Nashville, and during those trying times th e Central congregation operated a cafeteria in which it fed hundreds of poor people daily.
Since the Depression, the Life an d Casu alty Insurance Company has b ecome one of the largest insurance firms in the world, and Brother Burton
has been able to remember the poor in a very substantial way. He verily
believes that the Lord has blessed him be ca use he never forgot the poor
·
and needy.
And we believe he is right for the Lord promises to bless those who
remember the poor. In the Old Testament,
the Lord said, "Blessed is
he that considereth the poor; the Lord will deliver him in time of trouble" (Psalm 41: 1) . Again, He said, "He that hath pity upon the poor
lendeth unto the Lord; and that which he h ath given will he pay him
again" (Proverbs 19: 17) . In Proverbs 28: 27, the Lord said, "He that giveth unto the poor shall not lack: but he that hideth his eyes shall have
many a curse." In the New Testament, the Son of God says, "It is more
blessed to give than to receive," an d He said, "Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure , pressed down, and shaken together,
nd
running over, shall men give into you·r bosom . For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again" (Luke 6:38) .
The apostle Paul admonished the Corinthians
to give liberally, and he
promised that "God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that
ye , always having all sufficiency in all things , may abound to every
good work" (II Corinthians 9: 8).
Our Heavenly Father has always been the friend of the poor and
needy. In His nature He changes not , and so He is the same in all ages
(Malachi 3:6). To His people under the law of Moses, He said, "Defend
the poor and fatherless:
do justice to the afflicted and needy" (Psalms
32:3). "Whoso stoppeth his ears at the cry of the poor, he also shall cry
himself, but shall not be heard" (Proverbs 21: 13). "Learn to do well; seek
judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow" (Isaiah 1:17). "He judged the cause of the poor and needy; then
it was well with him: was not this to know me? saith the Lord" (Jeremiah 22 : 16) .
In the New Testament, our Lord says, "Blessed are the merciful: for
they shall obtain mercy" (Matthew 5:7). ''F or ye have the poor with you
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always, and whenso ever ye will ye may do them good" (Mark 14:7).
"But when thou makest a feast, call the poor, th e maimed, the lame, the
blind: And thou shalt be blessed; for th ey cannot r ecomp ense th e s : for
thou shalt be recompensed at the resurr e ction of the just" (Luke 14: 13,
14). "As we have therefore opportunity, le t us do good u nto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith" (Galatians 6:10 ) .
"Let him that stole steal no more: but r a ther let him labor, working
with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him
that needeth" (Ephesians 4:28). These Scriptures point out the fact that
the Lord is concerned about the poor, and that He expects us to be, too .
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But suppose that relatives cannot or will not h elp a widow in h er
a ffli ction , then what? Why the chur ch should h elp her, of course. It is
true that a widow is not to become a permanent
ward of the church,
and receive full support. to the end of her days, unl e ss she is "threescore
years old, having been the wife of one man, well reported of for good
works; if she have brought up children, if she have lodg ed strangers, if
she have washed the saints' feet, if she have relieved the afflicted, if
she have diligently followed every good work" (I Timothy 5:9,10). But
what of a thirty-year-old widow who has four sma ll children? Should the
ch urch let her and her children starve b ecause her nephews will not
provide for her, and she is not yet sixty years old? We pity the p erson
who would say yes!

But of course, Christians are not obligated to care for able-bodied
people who had rather beg than work, people who are parasites up on
society. All such lazy, no-account persons should learn to work, or
starve. God says, "In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread" (Genesis 3: 19). Paul says, "If any would not work, neither should h e eat"
(II Thessalonians
3:10).
When the Lord admonishes us to remember the poor, He does not
leave us in the dark about the identity of the poor. In the first chapter
of James, He says, "Pure religion and undefiled before God and the
Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in th eir affliction, and
to keep himself un spotted from the world" (James 1:27). According to
this Scripture we are to remember widows in their afflic tion .
The Lord teaches that rel a tiv e s are to care for the widow s amon <s
their kin. In the first letter to Timothy , the Holy Spirit dir ects Paul to
say, "B ut if any widow have children or nephews, let them learn first to
show piety a t home, and to requite their parents: for that is good and
acceptable before God" (I Timothy 5: 4). And Christians are to care for
widows among their re latives. Paul says, "If any m an or woman that believeth have widows, let them relieve them, a:nd let not - the church be
charged, that it may relieve them that are widows indeed" (I Timothy
5 :16).
,
But some of those ch ar ged with the r esponsibility of caring for their
own will fail to do so. Some of them will not have enough respect for
the Bible to do so. And som e ma y not be able to care for others besides
their own immediate familie s . Some of them a re on charity themselves.
Because of si ckness and ot her misfortunes
many may not be able to
relieve re lativ es outside the family circle of their own homes. Because
of famines, and such like, even some a ble-bodied men may become objects of charity, as did tho se in Judaea who were aided by disciples in
Antioch (Acts 11: 29,30) . If a man is able to care for his near of kin
who a re truly in need, and r efuses to do so, th e Lord says of h im, "if
a ny provide not for his own, a nd specially for those of his own house,
he hath denied the faith , and is worse than an infidel" (I Timothy 5: 8) .
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••

It seems that the Grecian widows spoken of in the sixth chapter of
Acts could have supported
themselves
had they not needed to stay
longer in Jerusalem to be further taught the principles of Christi a n it y.
Their funds were gone, and they were away fr om home and in ne ed for
the time being. Neithe ·r is there any indication that they were checked
with reference to having children or being of any certain age, for they
were not to be permanen t charges upon the chur ch, like those of I Timothy 5: 9,10. Cert a inly, the church should not permit any widow or other
needy person to starve to death bec ause childl ess, and perhaps only fiftynine years of age. In caring for those widows the Jerusalem church had
a "daily ministration"
(Acts 6:1). It minister e d to them da ily. Sev en
men were selected by th e congregati,.on to provid e for the . needs of these
widows . How did the church take ca re of th e m? Did it put them a ll in
a "Widow's Home," or did it minister to them in ind ividu a l residences?
If they lived with individual
families, why did not thes e families t ake
care of them instead of selling their poss e ss ions a nd giving the proc !>eds
to the church so it could provide for their needs? Did th e elders, if
there were any by this tim e, oversee this service to the Grecian widows,
or was this obligation turned over to the seven men who were appointed
"over this business"? Is this a "pattern" which says the deacons must
oversee the work of benevolence?
Did the Jerusal em church help th e se
widows and other needy persons only to the exte nt of the money con tributed into its treasury on the Lord's day, or did the members sell their
possessions that the needy might be helped? When a congr eg ation today
has spent all the money in its treasury, should it refuse to do any more ,
ask its members to sell some of th eir possessions, or ask sister ch urch e s
for assistance?

But we are also to remember orphans . James says we are to visit
the fatherless, and the or igina l word for "visit" here means "to visit for
the purpose of comfort and relief, James 1: 27" (Bagster's Gr ee k-English
Lexicon).
When we see orphans in need it is our divine obligation to
help them. The Lord said in the Old Testament, "Whoso stoppeth h is
ears at the cry of the . poor; he also shall cry himself, but shall not be
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heard" (Proverbs 21:13). In the New Testament,
ter to their needs.
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He says we must minis-

Some time ago I came across an essay by Neal Bishop, entitl ed , Child
Alone. It expresses well the plight of a helpl es s child who is left alone
in the world by the death or des ertion of its parents . The essay reads"Out of the cradle of God, out of a silent unknown night , and into the
arms of man they come alone and unafraid-ready
to be mold ed af ter
what has gone before. Like clay upon a potter's wheel, they await the
realness of it all. One generation , then anoth€r, early footst e-ps tottering
behind the ones who slowly walk away in quiet of silentness and peace
from where they came-as
life moves ever onward in its pattern of the
same. And still they come unaskingly as birth itself. Bl essed, newborn
innocence of life.
"What of these new qnes granted stay among the company of menentrusted to the care of all who walk this earth and sometimes mar its
surface with appalling greed? Soon the bombs may burst the ears of
birth and beggars may implore and strife may knock. Young lives, like
spring, will freeze and fade before their time without the warmth of love
and understanding.
"They grow so fast, these young, and in their youn gness learn so
much. And so you build a fortress out of truth and right for this your
child and then you stand-with
all the courage God has given youand dare one mite of wickedness to strike.
"Bad there is upon this earth but it is not of God for God is good;
He stirs no mortar for the evil house of man. To place your child upon
the strong foundation you have made of love and right is but to place
him on the highest plane of life. And keep him th ere until the light of
Heaven fills his heart and soul with good.
"But what of the child alone? Into a world wher e man has lost hi s
footing-into
a world within a world-comes
the child alone. And he is
also unafraid.
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"A child embittered by disinterest turns the oth er way. The pauper
of the unconcerned becomes a ruler in the dar kened street, as yest erday' s
unwanted becomes tomorrow's 'wanted for . . .'
"Who dares to be among the unconcerned? For every homeless child
belongs to every man until the day the world , a better place by far, can
find no child alone."
What have we done about the child alone? Th ere is a pity that exalts itself in tears, but does little besid es. It sees things are not right.
It talks about them and laments over them, but goes no further. There is
another kind of pity. It is the kind that has eyes and heart to sympathize,
and it also has hands to help. It quickly sees that weeping, even to the
point of exhaustion, if it ends there, is not adequ ate in a world like ours.
If all the energies bound up in tears and shed over calamities of one
sort and another could be coined into bread and clothing and medicin e
and Bibles, both those who give and those who would receive would be
better off.
What the world needs today is not fewer tears of sympathy, but the
more general application of a real helpful ministry, such as each of us
can render . We have not done our best until we have gone with the resolute purpose of taking some of the chill and the sting and the fever out
of the lives of the people who are walking in a hard way.
A Quaker, once hearing a person tell how much he felt for another
person who was in distress and needed assistance,
dryly asked him,
"Friend, has thou felt in thy pocket for him?"
How can we remember the poor? We may help them as individuals,
and the church may help provide for their ne eds. Paul says the church
is to relieve widows indeed (I Timothy 5:16). The New Testament congregations did provide for their needs (Acts 6; Acts 11; II Corinthians
8). Paul called upon the "churches of Galatia" and of Corinth to lay by
in store for the poor saints in Judea (I Corinthi ans 16: 1,2). The church
today cannot practice "pure religion and undefiled" without such good
works (James 1:27).

"The calling back forever of young and loving parents leaves its
heavy toll-for
the children left alone are many. Yet graver acts than
death will leave a child alone . For confusions twist the parent-hearts
and
make them cold toward anything of God. And love b ec omes a cross to
drop-a
child to leave behind. Strange how they neglect their children;
strange how they forget them in the all-important years of being young .

Furthermore,
the churches cooperated in this work in the days of
the inspired apostles (I Corinthians 16 : 1-4). Some now are teaching that
no church is to undertake to do anything which it cannot do by itself.
This is unsound doctrine, and repudiates the examples of churcl.. cooperation in the New Testament (II Corinthians 8). A local congregation is
not limited in helping the needy to its own members. New Testament
churches sent help to the needy in other countries. There were no
county or state lines to stop them in their good works .

"Child alone by other plague than death or cruel desertion is the
child of poverty . For the want of food and clothing sometimes br eaks the
.ties of home-and
the homeless upon the mercy of the world.

Neither did they restri ct their benevolence to the saints, as some
contend now. Paul says, "As we have therefore opportunity, let us do
good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of
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faith" (Galatians 6:10). This was addressed unto the "churches of Galat ia"
(Galatians 1:2). This is on e of the pl aces where Paul gave "order to the
churches of Galatia" (I Corinthians 16: 1,2). It was not unto individual
members only. If Galatians 6: 10 means that individuals only can do
good unto "all men," then the rest of the verse shows that individuals
only can do good unto "the household of faith." In that case, the church
could not do such good works at all, and as a church could not practice
pure and undefiled religion .
We know that James is discussing the individu al when he mentions
visiting the fatherless and widows (James 1: 27). But Paul specifically
mentions the fact that "the church" is to relieve widows (I Timothy 6:16).
Hence, the church is not ex cluded from helping widows and orphans .
They are in the same verse, and if the one is a charge of the church, so
is the other.
But how can the church remember the poor? It can remember them
by helping families whose breadwinners
are ill, or handicapped , or crippled. It can remember the poor by helping families who have taken orphan
children, and later find them se lv !ls unable to provide for all th ei r needs .
It can remember the poor by placing a hu sband and h is wife in a home
to look after a family of children whose parents have died. The church
can remember the poor by buying or renting a large house and placing
ten or fifteen orphan children in it with a father and mother substitute
to look after them . It can remember the poor by cont:l'ibuting to a family
where the parents cannot work, or it can remember the poor by con tributing to a family ·where the parents are dead and substitute parents
have taken their place.
The church is i-ts own missionary society, but it is not its own home
for children . If the church helps orphans it mu st do it in a home . It
may be a natural home where the parents -are . still living but un ab le to
work, or it may be in what we call an orphan home which is nothing
more than a restored home. It is still a hom e, and the church may
assist it.
An orphan home is not in competition with the church; it is not a
rival . to the church. It is a home and nothing but a home. And if the
church may scripturally help a natural home it may scripturally help a
restored home.
And just as .the church in Jerusalem designed ways and means of
taking care of widows, the church today may d es ign ways and me ans of
taking care of the fatherless. The Lord did not specify the exact m et hod
we must use in doing this good work, and we must not spea k where He
is silent, or bind wher e He has loosed .
This much is certain: We must minister to the needs of the fat herl ess
and the widows in their afflic tions. If we neg lect this responsibility, Je su s

WHAT

HINDERS

YOU

FROM

BEING

BAPTIZED?

Page 29

will say unto us at the judgmen t : "Depart from me , ye cursed, into eve rla sting fire, prepared for the devil · an d bis ange ls: For I was an hungred ,
and ye gave me no meat: I was thir sty, and ye gave me no drink: I was
a stranger and ye too k m e not in : naked, and ye cloth ed m e not; sick,
and in prison, and ye visited me not . Then shall th ey also answe r him,
saying, Lo r d, Lord , when saw we thee an hun gred, or athirst, or a str anger, or nak ed, or sick, or in prison, and di d not mini st ed un t o th ee ? Th e n
sh all he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, In asmuc h as ye did
it not to one of the le ast of these , ye did it not no t t o me. And these
shall go away into eve rlastin g puni shme nt: but the ri ghteo us into life
ete rnal " (Matthew 26:41-46) .
It is dan gerous fo r a Christian to neg lect God's will , an d it is likewise dangerous for an alien sinner to negle ct it. Pau l asked, 'How sh all
we escape, if we neglect so great salvatio n?" The Lord calls upon every
man to believe in Him , repent of his sins, conf ess the Sav ior's name before men, and be buried with Christ in baptism. The se steps of faith
must be t aken by all men in order that th ey may be come Ch risti ans . To
neglect them will bring hear tache, for the re is no escape if we refuse to
obey God's will. Will you, therefore, accept the gospel, and obey it toda y
without fur t her delay?
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One day the Lord called Philip the evangelist who was preaching in
Samaria, and directed him to "go toward the south unto the way that
goeth do wn from Jerusalem unto Gaza," and the Bib le says "he arose
and went." When Philip arrived at this road, he saw a m an from Ethiopia riding along in a chariot, and the Holy Spirit said , "Go n ea r, and
jo in thyself to this chariot." Philip prom ptly obeyed the voice of the
Spirit, and as he rode along with the Et hiopian he "preache d unto him
Jesus." The Bible says "and as they went on their way, th ey came to
a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, h ere is water ; what doth
hinder me to be bap ti zed. And Philip said, If thou believest w ith all thine
heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ
is the Son of God. An d he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they
went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he
baptized him" (Acts 8).
The very moment the Ethiopian treasurer learned that God expect ed
him to be baptized , he asked Philip , "w hat doth hind er me to be baptized?" When he learned his dut y, he did not want any th ing to st and
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in the way of his fulfilling it. He was ready to obey the Lord and he
wanted all hindrances removed , if there were any. When Philip replied,
"If thou believeth with all thine h ea rt, thou mayest," th e treasurer
of
Ethiopia stopped the chariot immediately,
and without delay was immersed in water as Christ commanded.

that they must repent and be baptized for th e forgiveness of their sins.
So far as we know, th is was th e sum of their kno wledg e regarding th e
will of Christ. However, this was a ll th ey h ad to know , to obey th e gospel.
And that is all men must know in the twentieth
cent ury to become
Christians.

For more than five years we have done our best to preach the gospel
of Christ over the ABC Network, and during thos e years we have emphasized the Lord 's plan of salvation. We h ave studied with you the
Great Commission of Christ, and th e examples of conversion recorded
within the New Testament. In response to these sermons many thousands
have believed in the Lord, repented of their sins, and been baptized into
Christ, and the examples of conversion recorded within the New Testament. In response to these sermons many thousands have believed in
the Lord, repented of their sins, and been ba,ptized into Chri~t. But
many of you have listened faithfully to these broadcasts, and have been
warm in your praise of the messages, and yet you have not obeyed the
gospel. Why? Is there some hindering cause? If 'so, what is it?

We sometimes lose sight of the truth th at we are "babes
when we first obey the Lord , and the Lord does not ex pe ct us
grow n m en spiritually until we have ha d time t·o grow . Our
may be very scant when we be come Chri stians , but it is our
to study that we may grow in grace and knowled ge.

Could it be that your friends have hindered your obedience to the
Lord's will? Friends are valuable, and no one wants to go through life
without them, but we must not let them stand in the way of our doing
the will of God. If they discour age us from being baptized , they are not
well informed in the New Testament teaching, or they are unworthy of
om friendship. Christ said, "Whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of
my words in this adulterous
and sinful ge n eratio n; of him also sh all
the Son of man be ashamed , when he cometh in the glory of his Father
with the holy angels" (Mark 8:38).
Christ said, "Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsover I command you"
(John 15:14). There is no question but that the Lord has commanded us
to be llaptized for the remission of our sins, and if w e want to be His
friends we will gladly do what He says. It is not right for us to let
worldly friends dissuade us from obeying the Lord's will , and if they
do influence us, the Lord says, "know ye not that the friendship of the
world is enmity with God? whosoeve 'r therefore will be a friend of the
world is the enemy of God" (James 4:4) . We cannot be the friend of
Christ without obeying the gospel, and obedience to the gospel includes
baptism.
What hinders your being baptized? Could it be fear that you do not
know enough to become a Christian? If that is a hindrance to you, let
us remind you that the thre e thousand Jews who were baptized on the
day of Pentecost knew very little about Christianity. So far as the Bible
record goes they knew very little about the church, the Lord's supper, or
Christian living But they did know enough to obey the gospel. They
heard one sermon delivered by the apostles, and in that sermon they
were taught that Christ rose from the dead, that they were sinners, and

in Christ "
to be fullknowl edge
obligation

examples we can draw th is conclusion:
In
From New 'l'estament
order to be bapt ized we must know that Christ is the Son of God, th at
He died for us, and th a t we mu st rep ent of our sins. If we know this, and
our hearts are truly moved by the story of divin e love, we are prepared
for immersion in water in or der to obtain the forgiveness of our sins.
What hinders you from being baptized? Could it be fear that you
cannot hold out as a Christian? If this is your hindrance, let u s remind
you of an experience of the apostle Paul. He had a thorn in the flesh,
spoken of in the Bible as "the messenger of Satan," an d for thi s thing ,
he said, "I besought the Lord th ri ce, that it might depart from me ." But
the Lord replied, "My grace is sufficient for the e : for my strength is
made perfect in weakness"
(II Corinthians
12: 8,9). Paul was fearful
that he could not hold out, but the Lord promis ed him help from on hi gh.
John Mark started as a disciple of Christ, but on the first missionary
journey with Paul he turned back. However, he finally won the victory
over self, and Christ used him as one of the writers of th e New T esta ment.
When the Son of God pray ed on the eve of His crucifixion, three of
His disciples went to sleep; Hi s disciples forsook Him and fled, and while
He was being tried Peter denied Him three times. And yet the apostles
finally gained the mastery , and were faithful Christians until th e end of
their days .
Fear will paralyze us and prevent our doing anything worthwhile. If
it stands in the way of your bein g baptized we plead with you to overcome it. Take the first step and the Lord will help you to take the n ext
one.
What hinders you from being baptized? Is it possible that your parents are standing in the way? Some well-meaning parents have stood in
the way in some cases . We have known of instances where parents
threatened to disinherit their sons and daughters if they were immer se d
for the remission of their sins. But su ch threats did not deter those we
have known, and they were baptized a nyway, knowing that they must
obey God rather than men.
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Parents nearly always do what they beli eve is b est for their sons
and daughters, but prejudice m ay blind them. It can blind th e be st person you know, and cause him to say things that a re entir ely unworthy of
himself. The ps1,rents of Paul, who were loy al Pharise es, may have objected to his becoming a Christian, but he says, "when it pleased God,
... To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen;
immediately I conferred not with fle sh and blood" (Galatians 1: 15,16) ·
Paul knew that his Lord had said, "He that loveth fath e r or mother more
than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more
than me is not worthy of me" (Matthew 10:36), and so he wa s baptized
into Christ the moment he learned God 's will.
.What hinders you from being baptized? Can it be your inability to
for
understand
the necessity of it? If so, this is quite understandable
none of us can see th e necessity of it if we look at it purely .from a
human viewpoint. We can see, humanly spe aking, no connection between
the act of immersion in water , and the forgiveness of our sins. But we
must remember that the Lord has said, "For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways m y ways, saith the Lord. For as the
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways hi gher than your
ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts" (Isaiah 55:8,9). It may be
our thought that baptism is unnec essa ry, but the Lord still commands us
to be baptized. Naaman, the Syrian who had leprosy, could not see any
human reason for dipping seven times in the Jordan River that he might
be healed, but God had other plans. He said dip aud he would be healed,
and Naaman was not blessed till he obeyed the voice of Jehovah. When
we start putting our understanding
above the word of the Lord, let us
remember that the Bible says, "we walk by faith and not by sight" (II
Corinthians 5: 7). It is faith that prompts . us to be baptized , and the person
who is walking by faith will not hesitate to obey this divine command.
What hinders you from being baptized? Have you refused to be
baptized because you have been told that the Lord saves the believer'?
If so, may we say to you that God does save the believer, but not just
any kind of a believer . The Bible says it is a believer like Abraham who
did what God commanded. In the book of James, we read, "Was not
Abraham our father justified by works , when he had offered Isaac his
son upon the altar? Seest thou how faith wrou ght with his works, and
by works was faith made perfect? And the scripture was fulfilled which
said, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God" (James 2:21 -23) .
Our Savior says repeatedly th at the believer is saved ·, but He adds in
His Great Commission that it is the believer who is baptized . (See Mark
16: 16) . It is not enough to be a believ er- the chief of rulers among the
Jews believed , vain men believed, even demons believed (John 12 : 41 ;
James 2:19,20)-but
one must be an obedient believer.
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What hinders you from being baptized? Could it be that the water
itself is a hindrance to you? If so, we has t en to assure you that you have
nothing about which to worry . W e have bapt ized people in icy ponds,
and in swollen rivers, but we have never known anyone to suffer any
ill effects to his health. We have baptized people at all hours of the day
and night , and we have baptized invalids who required as many as seven
men to lift them in and out of the water . We have t aken people from under oxygen tents and baptized them in canvass t anks or in bath tubs
in our hospitals, but we have never seen any one suffer any damage to
his health.
We have talked to a few people who say they are afraid of the water, especially if there is much of it. But the Bible says that "John also
was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water
there: and they came, and were baptized" (John 3:23). John the Baptist
selected a place to baptized where there was much water, and the people
of Judea did not let it hinder them . They "came, and were baptized." Will
you do the same?
If you look at the water and say, "There is no power in the water to
save me,'' we hasten to agree with you. Ther .e is no efficacy in the water
to save a single soul, but we remind you that this is fighting a stra w
man. The Lord has never suggested that there is any power in the water
to save men. But He has commanded us to be baptized in wat er, and
thus it is a divine appointment. It may be a test of our faith in God's
word, but whatever the Lord's reason for commanding it, He did command it. And somehow the Lord has linked together the spirit, the water,
and the blood, for the apostle ·John says, "There are thr ee that bear witness in earth, the spirit, and the wa ,ter, and the blood: and these thr ee
agree in one" (I John 4:8) . How these thr ee ag ree in one we do not know,
but th e Lord knows for He joined them. Therefore , we call upon you to
keep this divine appointment through faith.

What hinders you from being baptized? Can it be that there is some
sin in your life which you refuse to give up? If so, it would be well for
you to remember that the wages of sin is death. The Bible says that
"when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin; and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death" (James 1: 15). How can you continue in sin
when you know its dire c'onsequences? How can you continue in it when
Christ has offered you a way of escape from it? The Lord says, "Know
ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants
ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience
unto righteousn es s? But God be thank ed that ye were servants of sin,
but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of
righteousness"
(Romans 6: 16-18). The choice is yours to make-of
living
in sin and being lost , or of living in righteousness
and being saved-and
we pray that you will choose today by obeying the will of Christ.
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What hinders you from being baptized? Is it a lack of faith? The
Son of God says that "if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your
sins" (John 8:24). And the apostle John says we must "believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God" (John 20:31). Perhaps you want to
believe but you find it difficult. The Bible says that "faith cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Romans 10:17). A careful and
earnest study of the Bible will produce faith in your heart for God has
placed this power within His word. A serious scrutiny of the universe will
strengthen your faith, for as David declared, "The heavens declare the
glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork" (Psalms 19: 1).
A discerning view of Christ and His influence upon the world should
prompt us to believe, for how could a man with nothing but human frailties conquer the world, and bring its millions of every generation
to
his feet?

WHAT

HINDERS

Wbat hinders you from being baptized? Perhaps you have been told
that if you are baptized for the remission of sins you are putting the
preacher between you and God and that the preacher is your mediator
instead of Christ. If so , we remind you th a t the preacher is but an instrument in the Lord's hand, and that Christ Himself does the baptizing.
We read in John 3: 22 and 4: 1,2 that Christ m a de and baptized disciples,
but in parenthesis
John explains that the Lord did it through His disciples. So all who ar e scripturally
ba ptized , are ba ptized by the Son of
God Himself, and the preacher is only His instrument in accomplishing
this divine task.
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next Sunday , I am asking you to push a ll h ind ra n ces a sid e th at ma y stan d
in the way of your being bapti ze d into Chri st. T im e will not st a nd still
for you, and ere you know it, your summon s fro m on hi gh will b e hande d
to you by the de a th angel. If you h ave be e n hind er ed from obeying the
gospel by unscrupulous men , it will be too b a d for the m at th e judgme n t ,
but what they have done will not excuse you, for Paul says, "so then
every one of us shall give a ccount of himself to God" (Rom a ns 14: 12).
That day of accounting will com e for you and we pray that you will
not be weighed in the balances and be found wanting. Thousands
of
c~urches of Christ stand re a dy to help you obey your Lord , and if you
will call upon any of them today they will r ej oice a nd ther e will be
great rejoicing in Heaven.

Wh a t hinders you from being baptized? Could it be that the inconvenience of it is a hindrance to you? If this is your stumbling-block, remember the Lord. He walk e d some seventy miles to have John baptize
Him, and the Bible s ays there "went out to him (John) Jerusalem and
all Judea, and all the region round about Jordan, and were baptized of
him in JOrdan, confessing their sins" (Matth ew 3: 5,6). No doubt it was
in conv eni ent for all these people to leave th eir homes and travel all the
wa y to th e Jordan to be baptized , but they did it because it was God's
will.
Felix the Governor of Palestine in Paul's day will always live in
infamy bec ause he refused obedience to the gospel because of the inconvenience of it. As Paul rasoned with him of "righteousness,
temperan ce, and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way
for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee"
(Acts 24: 25). But he never called for Paul because it was never convenient for him to do so . And it will never be perfectly convenient for you
to become a Christian. There will always be stumbling-stones
in the
way, and unless you are willing to step over these, you will never become
a Christian.

YOU

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
AUGUST,

Receipts

$19,743.50

Expenditures
Receipts

1957

Exceed

.... ..$17,583.93
Expenditures

by .

$ 2,159.57

This abbreviated financial statement is being made in order to have
the report printed without delay. Any information other than these figures will be given gladly on request a nd up-to-date statements
will be
printed at regular intervals.

And now as I come to the close of my current series of sermons on
this broadcast, and - before Brother Harper begins his series of thirteen
'
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